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1 . This Office action is in response to the election filed August 16, 2007. Claims 1-16 are 
pending; claims 8-12 have been withdrawn as directed toward a non-elected invention. 
Applicant's election of Group I without traverse is acknowledged. This application is a 371 of 
PCT/FI04/00214, filed April 7, 2004 which claims the benefit of Finland application 20030554, 
filed April 11,2003. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 6, it is not clear where the control unit in a system is located or how 
such a unit relates to the other items in the claim. It is not clear how the borehole information is 
placed within the system since there is no step to indicate that this has been done. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-5, 7, and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Newman (6,377,189). 
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Regarding claim 1 , the step of collecting and storing information on at least one borehole 
is taught in col 3; the step of arranging at least one machine-readable identifier is taught as the 
well site identifier (see col. 4, lines 61-66); and the step of linking the information with the 
identifier is taught in col. 3, lines 62-end. 

Regarding claim 2, see col. 3, line 62-col. 4, line 35. 

Regarding claim 3, the identifying and linking steps have been addressed in claim 2. The 
storing step is taught as the storing and linking of data in the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 4, the identifier is considered the bar code or memory chip. 

Regarding claim 5, Figure 5 shows a computer that has an identifier stored in memory 
and also receives measured data from the truck which is then stored in the same memory. 
Newman teaches the use of transducers to measure the borehole under examination. 

Regarding claim 7, the control unit is shown as the data gathering equipment. The 
identifier is shown as item 54. The linking of information has been addressed above. 

Regarding claim 14, see col. 4, lines 4-15. 

Regarding claim 15, see figures 5 and 6. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Newman c 1 89. 
Regarding claim 13, Newman does not teach an identifier as an elongated tubular frame. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that the size and shape of the identifier would be 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/552, 1 68 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2612 

determined on the particular type of identifier and the location where it is attached to the well. A 
pipe is a common point of attachment in a well since such surfaces are readily available. It 
would have been obvious where a pipe is an identifier location the identifier would be shaped 
like an elongated tubular frame to easily integrate the identifier with the point of attachment. 

8. Claims 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Newman ' 189 as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of Newman (6,578,634). 

Regarding claim 13, the specification identifies the claimed tubular frame as a 
Regarding claim 16, Newman '189 does not teach an identification code as a visually 

readable character. Newman '643 teaches a similar system with an APIN identifier (see col. 4, 

lines 50-55). The APIN identifier is a visually readable character. 

9. Claim 6 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert K. Wong whose telephone number is 571-272-3057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian A. Zimmerman can be reached on 571-272-3059. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) dr 571-272-1000. 

Albert K. Wong 
September 2, 2007 




ALBERTS WON© 
PRIMAPY EXAMINE 



